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ST. JOHN—ST. JAMES             November 5 & 8, 2020 
Evangelical Lutheran Church & School           Last Judgment Sunday 

 

    Good and gracious God, in Your mercy You have gathered us together to worship and 
praise You.  We give thanks to You, O Lord, that You continue to deal with us in love and 
compassion, that You are slow to anger, and abounding in love.  You do not treat us as 
our sins deserve, or repay us according to our iniquities.  May all that we do and say 
reflect Your love and bring honor and glory to You.   Amen.   
                                                                                                                                        

WELCOME                  Jesus will Certainly Come again to Judge All  
 
 

Opening Hymn:                    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Christian Worship, Hymn # 240   
 

        Verse 1  

         Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

         In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 Most bless-ed, most glorious, O Ancient of Days, 
 Almighty, victorious, your great name we praise!  
        Verse 4         

        Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
 Your angels adore you, all veiling their sight. 
 Our praises we render; oh, lead us to see 
 The light of your splendor, your love’s majesty! 
 
 
INVOCATION          

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 
sins, asking him in the name o four Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
    For faithfulness worrying and selfish pride, 
    For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
    For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever.  O 
Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great 
mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our 
sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant.  I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

Amen.  
 
 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   
 

        Verse 3    ‘Tis not by works of righteousness 
            Which our own hands have done, 
            But we are saved by God’s free grace 
            Abounding through his Son. 
 

 

        Verse 6    Raised from the dead, we live anew; 
            And, justified by grace, 
            We shall appear in glory, too, 
            And see our Father’s face. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your 
Holy Spirit that we may always look forward to the end of this present 
evil age and to the day of your righteous judgment.  Keep us steadfast 
in true and living faith and present us at last holy and blameless before 
you;  through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

        Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 
 
 
 
Old Testament Lesson                     Daniel 7:9,10 
 

9 “As I looked, “thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took 

his seat.  His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was 

white like wool.  His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were 

all ablaze.  10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. 

Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten 

thousand stood before him.  The court was seated, and the books were 

opened. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                    Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.   

         

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.   

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  

 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 
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Gospel Lesson                           Matthew 25:31-46 
 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats 
on his left. 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I 
was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not 
look after me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the 
least of these, you did not do for me.’ 
46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 
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Hymn of the Day:                 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near   
Christian Worship, Hymn # 207   
 

        Verse 1 

        The day is surely drawing near 
 When God’s Son, the Anointed, 
 Shall with great majesty appear 
 As judge of all appointed. 
 All mirth and laughter then shall cease 
 When flames on flames will still increase, 
 As Scripture truly teaches. 
 

        Verse 2 

        A trumpet loud shall then resound 
 And all the earth be shaken. 
 Then all who in their graves are found 
 Shall from their sleep awaken 
 And with the living in that hour  
 By the Almighty’s boundless pow’r 
 Be changed at his commanding.   

 

        Verse 5 

        My Savior paid the debt I owe 
 And for my sin was smitten; 
 Within the Book of Life I know 
 My name has now been written. 
 I will not doubt, for I am free, 
 And Satan cannot threaten me; 
 There is no condemnation! 
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MESSAGE                                          Pastor Louis Sievert 
 
 
 
 

     1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 

                               “Encouragement from Fellow Christians”  
 

5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write 
to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction 
will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. 
4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should 
surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the 
day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not 
be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But 
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a 
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not 
appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may 
live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
   

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood 
for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith.  In this supper we celebrate 
the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship as believers, and we proclaim 
his death until he returns. As we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, St. Johh-St. James 
members are asked to register with the ushers before or after the service.    

 

  Guests and visitors wishing to commune with us for the first time are asked to speak 
 with our pastor prior to the start of the worship service. We make this request out of a 
 love for our Savior’s teaching concerning the Lord’s Supper (I Corinthians 10,11), and 
 out of love for our guests, seeking only their spiritual good and blessing. We humbly
 ask for your respectful cooperation.  May the Lord bless each of our communicants
 today with peace-filled hearts and a renewed spirit to serve and love their Lord Jesus.  

 
PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 

 And also with you. 
 

 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

 It is good and right so to do. 
 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came as the Light of the world so 
that the world may have light and life through him. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

  Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you 
for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of 
love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death and the devil’s 
power. 

 

  (Prayer continues on the next page.) 
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   By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
   By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
   By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
   By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.       
  

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach 
your table with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through 
Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we 
feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

 

    Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 Our Lord, Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

(After all those communing have received Lord’s Supper, we conclude our celebration:    ) 
 

  Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you in the true faith unto life everlasting.  Be 
assured, your sins are forgiven. 

 

  Amen. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

  And his mercy endures forever. 
 

  We give thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that 
you have given us to eat and drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift 
you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our 
love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the 
Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

  Amen. 
 
 

A PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord God, have mercy on me a sinner.  Forgive my open sins and my secret sins.  
Forgive the sins I know and the sins I do not know.  Forgive the sins I did to please 
myself and the sins I did to please others.  Forgive them all, Lord.  I ask not 
assuming any worthiness on my part, rather I come in faith and at the invitation 
of your dear Son.  Bless me through your sacrament, for his sake.  Amen. 
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BLESSING      
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

  Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn:                      Forever with the Lord 

Christian Worship, Hymn # 213 
 
 

        Verse 1 

        Forever with the Lord!   
Amen! So let it be. 

 Life from the dead is in that word,   
My immortality. 

 

        Verse 2 

        While time on earth is spent,   
Absent from him I roam, 

 Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
 A day’s march nearer home. 

 

        Verse 4 

        Lord, be at my right hand, 
 Then can I never fail. 
 If you uphold me, I shall stand; 
 With you I shall prevail. 


