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ST. JOHN—ST. JAMES               November 12 & 15, 2020 
Evangelical Lutheran Church & School              Saints Triumphant Sunday 

 

    Good and gracious God, in Your mercy You have gathered us together to worship and 
praise You.  We give thanks to You, O Lord, that You continue to deal with us in love and 
compassion, that You are slow to anger, and abounding in love.  You do not treat us as 
our sins deserve, or repay us according to our iniquities.  May all that we do and say 
reflect Your love and bring honor and glory to You.   Amen.   

                                                                                                                                        

WELCOME                                   We Long for our Day of Triumph 
 

 

Opening Hymn:                          Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Christian Worship, Hymn # 234   
 

        Verse 1  

   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
     O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
     Let all who hear  Now to his temple draw near, 
     Joining in glad adoration! 
 

        Verse 2         

    Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 
     And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
     Have you not seen All that is needful has been 
     Sent by his gracious ordaining?    
 

        Verse 5  

   Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
     All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
     Let the Amen  Sound from his people again; 
     Gladly forever adore him! 
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PLEASE STAND  
 
INVOCATION          
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to 
do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both 
now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy 
on me, a sinner. 

 

God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen.  
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In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.   

        Verse 1    By all your saints still striving,  
            For all your saints at rest, 

                 Your holy name, O Jesus,  
            Forevermore be blessed 
                  You rose, our King victorious,  
            That they might wear the crown 
                  And ever shine in splendor  
            Reflected from your throne. 
             Verse 3         Then let us praise the Father 

                    And worship God the Son 
                    And sing to God the Spirit, 
                    Eternal Three in One, 
                    Till all the ransomed number 
                    Who stand before the throne 
                    Ascribe all pow’r and glory 
                    And praise to God alone. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we 
shall be delivered from this world of sin and death.  Keep us ever 
watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all 
your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

        Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
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Epistle Lesson           1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those 
who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who 
have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we 
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in 
him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we 
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                          Apostles’ Creed 
 

 

 I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Gospel Lesson                           Matthew 25:1-13 
 

25 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were 
foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not 
take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with 
their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all 
became drowsy and fell asleep. 
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!’ 
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. 
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And 
the door was shut. 
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for 
us!’ 
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
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Hymn of the Day:               Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying   
Christian Worship, Hymn # 206   
 

        Verse 1 

        “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 
 The watchmen on the heights are crying, 
 “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 
 Midnight hears the welcome voices 
 And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
 “Oh, where are all you virgins wise? 
 The Bridegroom comes-awake! 
 Your lamps with gladness take!  Alleluia! 
 With bridal care  Yourselves prepare 
 To meet the Bridegroom who is near.” 
 

        Verse 3 

        Now let all the heav’ns adore you; 
 Let saints and angels sing before you 
 With harp and cymbal’s clearest tone. 
 Of one pearl each shining portal, 
 Where, dwelling with the choir immortal, 
 We gather round your radiant throne. 
 No vision ever brought, No ear has ever caught 
 Such great glory; Therefore will we 
 In victory  Sing hymns of praise eternally. 
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MESSAGE                                          Pastor Darin Aden 
 
 
 
 

     Isaiah 52:1-6   
                                       “Wake Up, Christians!”  
                                                1.  It’s time to shake off your sleepiness  
                                                2.  It’s time to put on your best 
                                                3.  It’s time to meet the Sovereign LORD! 
 
 

52 Awake, awake, Zion, clothe yourself with strength!  Put on your 
garments of splendor, Jerusalem, the holy city.  The uncircumcised and 
defiled will not enter you again.  2 Shake off your dust; rise up, sit 
enthroned, Jerusalem.  Free yourself from the chains on your 
neck, Daughter Zion, now a captive.  3 For this is what the LORD says: 
“You were sold for nothing, and without money you will be redeemed.” 
4 For this is what the Sovereign LORD says:  “At first my people went down to 
Egypt to live; lately, Assyria has oppressed them.  5 “And now what do I 
have here?” declares the LORD. 
“For my people have been taken away for nothing, and those who rule 
them mock,” declares the LORD.  “And all day long my name is constantly 
blasphemed.  6 Therefore my people will know my name; therefore in that 
day they will know that it is I who foretold it.  Yes, it is I.” 
  
 

 
 

 
RITE OF REMEMBRANCE 
 

 

  It is a Lutheran tradition to call to remembrance the Christian brothers 
and sisters whom the Lord has welcomed home to heaven within the 
last year.  The names of our departed Christian family members are 
then read while the bell tolls.  The remembrance begins and ends with 
singing. 
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           Verse 4 

          And while we pray, we lift our eyes   
  To dear ones gone before us, 

   Safe home with you in Paradise,  
  Where Jesus will reign o’er us, 

   And ask of you, when life is past,   
  To reunite us all at last 

   With those who’ve gone before us. 
 
 
 

Moses has written about our God, “You turn man back into dust and 
say, ‘Return O children of men.’  …As for the days of our life, they 
contain seventy years, or if due to strength, eighty years, yet their 
pride is but labor and sorrow; for soon it is gone and we fly away.” 
We celebrate our loved ones who have escaped the sorrows of this 
world and now, because Jesus is their Savior, enjoy the eternal 
pleasures of the next world. 
 

DEPARTED LOVED ONES REMEMBERED  (Bell tolls while their names are read) 
  

 
  Doris Behnke      born:  11-03-1929      died:  12-30-2019 

  Vivian Herzog      born:  12-08-1928      died:  01-28-2020 

  Roland Mahnke Jr.      born:  10-26-1935      died:  09-11-2020 

  Betty Pritzl               born:  11-20-1947      died:  09-21-2020 

  Dianne Reinemann     born:  02-27-1943      died:  09-30-2020 
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          Verse 5 

          Then, gracious God, in years to come,   
Whatever may betide us, 

  Right onward through our journey home,   
Oh, stay at hand to guide us, 

  Nor leave us till, at close of life,   
Safe from all peril, toll, and strife, 

  Heav’n shall enfold and hide us. (CW, HYMN #69) 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH and LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING      
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

  Amen.  
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Closing Hymn:                              For All the Saints 

Christian Worship, Hymn # 551 
 
 

        Verse 1 

        For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
 All who their faith before the world confessed, 
 Your name, O Jesus, be forever blest.   
 Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 

        Verse 2 

        You were their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

You, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight 
And in the darkness drear their one true light. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 

        Verse 6 

        The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon, to faithful warriors comes their rest. 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2020 
 

  Doris Behnke      born:  11-03-1929      died:  12-30-2019 

  Vivian Herzog      born:  12-08-1928      died:  01-28-2020 

  Roland Mahnke Jr.      born:  10-26-1935      died:  09-11-2020 

  Betty Pritzl               born:  11-20-1947      died:  09-21-2020 

  Dianne Reinemann     born:  02-27-1943      died:  09-30-2020 

 
 


