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PRAYER UPON ENTERING GOD’S HOUSE 

Heavenly Father, prepare my heart to worship you.  Through your Word, make me 
sincerely repentant for the many sins which I have committed and reassure me of your 
loving kindness in my Savior, Christ Jesus.  Through your Holy Spirit, keep my thoughts 
focused on the eternal truths which will be spoken and sung today.  Guide and bless 
those leading in worship today.  Make this service a celebration of your goodness and 
grace.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

WELCOME                            Real Repentance Leads to Obedience  

 
 

Opening Hymn:                       All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

Christian Worship, Hymn # 370   
 

        Verse 1    All Hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!   
            Let angels prostrate fall; 
            Bring forth the royal diadem 
            And crown him Lord of all. 
            Bring forth the royal diadem 
            And crown him Lord of all. 
 

        Verse 4                Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe 
                    On this terrestrial ball 
                    To him all majesty ascribe 
                    And crown him Lord of all. 
                    To him all majesty ascribe 
                    And crown him Lord of all. 
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PLEASE STAND  
INVOCATION          
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us. 

 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have 
sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I 
have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved 
others as I should.  I deserve your punishment both now 
and forever.  But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with a 
holy life and innocent death.  Trusting in him, I pray:  God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

ABSOLUTION 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for 
the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen.   
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LORD, HAVE MERCY--Kyrie 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

        Verse 1    O Savior, precious Savior,   
            Whom yet unseen, we love,  
            O name of might and favor, 
            All other names above, 
            We worship thee; we bless thee; 
            To thee, O Christ, we sing; 
            We praise thee and confess thee, 
            Our holy Lord and King. 
 

                    (Hymn continues on the next page.) 
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        Verse 3                In thee all fullness dwelleth, 
                    All grace and pow’r divine;  
                    The glory that excelleth, 
                    O Son of God, is thine. 
                    We worship thee; we bless thee; 
                    To thee, O Christ, we sing; 
                    We praise thee and confess thee, 
                    Our glorious Lord and King.           (CW #368) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

        Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 
Old Testament Lesson                    Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
 

56 This is what the LORD says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my 
salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 
6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to 
love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath 
without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant— 7 these I will 
bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer.  Their 
burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house 
will be called a house of prayer for all nations.”  8 The Sovereign LORD 
declares— he who gathers the exiles of Israel:  “I will gather still others to 
them besides those already gathered.” 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                    Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.   

 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.   

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  

 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 
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Gospel Lesson                            Matthew 21:28-32 
 

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.  31 “Which of the two did what his 
father wanted?”     “The first,” they answered. 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to 
show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did 
not repent and believe him. 
 

Hymn of the Day:            Before You, God, the Judge of All   
Christian Worship, Hymn # 306   

        Verse 1     Before you, God, the Judge of all, 

   With grief and shame I humbly fall. 
   I see my sins against you, Lord, 
   My sins of thought and deed and word. 
   They press me sore; to you I flee: 
   O God, be merciful to me! 

 
 

        Verse 2              O Lord, my God, to you I pray: 

Oh, cast me not in wrath away! 
Let your good Spirit ne’er depart, 
But let him draw to you my heart 
That truly penitent I be: 

    O God, be merciful to me! 

 

(Hymn continues on the next page.) 
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                   Verse 3            O Jesus, let your precious blood 

 Be to my soul a cleansing flood. 
 Turn not, O Lord, your guest away, 
 But grant that justified I may 
 Go to my house at peace to be: 
 O God, be merciful to me! 

 
  
 

 

MESSAGE                                          Pastor Darin Aden 
 
 

     Philippians 2:1-11       “It is Time for Us to Be United” 

                           1.  We should unite in our living lives of love 
                       2.  We should unite in humbling our human hearts 

                     3.  We should unite in our tongues telling truths 
 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, 
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of 
you to the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus:  6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness.  8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
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THE SACRAMENT 
 
PLEASE STAND 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who humbled himself and became 
obedient to death, even death on a cross.  Therefore, with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we exalt your holy name. 

 The name of the Lord be praised!  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
  Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father.  In love 

you made us the crown of your creation.  In mercy you planned our 
salvation.  In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

 We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed 
himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled 
himself becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

 

(Prayer continues on the next page.) 
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 Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament.  
Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and 
deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his 
eternal feast.  Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God 
our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 

 Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us 
today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and ever. Amen. 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 Our Lord, Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
(After all those communing have received Lord’s Supper, we conclude our celebration:    ) 

 

  Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you in the one true faith unto life everlasting. 

 Be assured, your sins are forgiven. 
 

  Amen. 
 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 

  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

  His mercy endures forever. 
 

  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 

  We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have renewed our spirits with 
this saving gift.  We pray that through this means of grace you will 
strengthen our trust in you and increase our zeal to do your will.  By 
your Spirit continue to help us live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us and all believers as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

  Amen. 

A PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Lord, I am a sinner.  I do not deserve to commune with you, my holy 
God.  But because of your Son and through faith in him, you graciously 
invite me to not only pray to you but also to come to your Table.  Use 
this sacrament to reassure me of your forgiveness and strengthen me 
to live a new life of thanksgiving and joy.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn:           I Know My Faith Is Founded 

Christian Worship, Hymn # 403 
 
 

        Verse 1 

  I know my faith is founded   On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord; 
And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand upon his Word. 
Man’s reason cannot fathom  The truth of God profound; 
Who trusts in worldly wisdom  Relies on shifting ground. 

God’s Word is all-sufficient,  It makes divinely sure, 
And, trusting in its wisdom,   My faith shall rest secure. 

  
 

        Verse 2 

  Increase my faith, dear Savior, For Satan seeks by night and day 
To rob me of this treasure And take my hope of bliss away. 

But, Lord, with you beside me I shall be undismayed; 
And led by your good Spirit,  I shall be unafraid. 
Abide with me, O Savior,  A firmer faith bestow. 

Then I shall bid defiance  To ev’ry evil foe. 
 

 

BE SEATED 


