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May 20, 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The church in Corinth was in a situation that has repeated itself through the centuries in many congregations. The
members of the congregation and community found themselves in many different places. They had varied
backgrounds, beliefs, and personal situations. The Lord encouraged them to sacrifice for each other in love. Here’s
a snapshot of the directives the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write in 1 Corinthians: “Though I am free and belong to
no one, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible…I have become all things to all men, so that
by all possible means I might save some. I do this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its
blessings.” (verses 19,22,23) We find ourselves in a similar situation. Some are apprehensive about contracting
Coronavirus, others concerned about being a part of spreading it, others thinking our actions will not make a
difference, and still others convinced this is all much ado about nothing. As we return to worship, there are many
issues to consider. We aren’t health experts. We are no longer mandated by the government. But we are bound by
God’s law and love. The Lord asks us to consider what others may be concerned about even if we may not share
those concerns. So out of love for the Lord, out of love for others, and out of love for the Gospel, we are asking
those attending worship with us to sacrifice their personal freedom where needed. Some temporary changes in our
worship life will be welcome by some and a great sacrifice by others. These changes are being suggested to make as
many as possible feel safe in our services with the hope that many of our members will be able to “share in the
blessings” worship once again. We do this “for the sake of the gospel.”
OFFERING IN PERSON WORSHIP:
Your leadership has considered the resources offered by the WELS and surveyed many other congregations in the
area and across the country to find, what we pray, are the wisest practices for our setting in Reedsville. We plan to
return to “face to face” worship for the first time with three services: one on Thursday, May 28, at 6:30 pm, and two
on Sunday, May 31, at 8:00 am and 10:15 am. We encourage you to consider the following precautions and then
exercise your good judgment in deciding to join us in person and/or to continue to utilize the “virtual” options for
spiritual growth that continue to be available. The precautions listed below are not unique to us, most
congregations are making similar suggestions. We absolutely plan to assess how things go as we return and to
modify these precautions based our congregation’s needs and pandemic changes.
PRECAUTIONARY GUIDELINES FOR UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES:
•

Schedule: We will offer regular Thursday evening services at 6:30 and also two Sunday morning services
at 8:00 & 10:15. We will monitor attendance and adjust as the demand dictates.

•

(If safety requires it, we will use the Commons for overflow worship via TV.)

•

Illness: If you are not feeling well, please stay home and enjoy the service through a DVD or online.

•

Entrances: The typically entrances will all be open. Since we will all be entering and exiting the same
directions at the same times, we will not designate entrance/exits. We do ask that you observe social
distance guidelines as you enter and leave the facilities.

•

Doors: We will keep all interior sanctuary doors open. If weather permits, we’ll open exterior doors as
well. If not, ushers will be asked to help open exterior doors for guests when possible.

•

Drinking Fountains: Worshipers are asked to refrain from using the drinking fountains at this time.

• Masks: Masks are not mandated but strongly encouraged. We are striving to keep others safe and to
help as many as possible feel comfortable to worship with us in person. Please consider wearing a mask for
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the sake of others. Ushers will be asked to wear masks and there will be masks available for those who do
not have one but would like one.
There is a lot of uncertainty and concern regarding the spread of Coronavirus through singing. We are
designating the balcony and the pulpit side of the sanctuary as “Mask only.” We ask those without masks to
refrain from sitting in the “Mask only” areas. Those not wearing masks are asked to consider not singing,
especially if others are sitting in close proximity. (Many health experts suggest a ten-foot minimum from
others when singing without a mask.)

•

Offerings: Offerings may be placed in the offering plates located near the entrances as you arrive. Shortly
after the service begins the ushers will remove the offerings from the plates. The plates will remain at the
entrances for those who would like to remember the Lord’s work as they depart. The offering plates will not
be passed during the service. (For those worshiping at home, the opportunities during quarantine to make
offerings will still be in place.)

•

Thanks to all those who are able to support the Lord’s work with their prayers and offerings!

•

Bulletins: The entire service will be on the screen. There will not be a bulletin to guide us in worship. A
bulletin announcement page can be found in the pews for each household. (You are welcome to take more
than one copy of the announcements.) Please recycle the announcements as you leave or bring them home
for your reference (do not leave them behind if you used them).

•

Hymnals: The hymnals have been removed from the pew racks to reduce points of contact. The words of
hymns will be on the screen. Hymns with music used in the service will be available in paper copies, which
should be recycled after the service. Limited copies will be in the back of the church.

•

Seating: Please sit with your family and keep six feet distance minimum between your group and the next
closest family group. We will be using every other pew (Our pews are exactly three feet apart.). We have
labelled the pews in different colors so that we can alternate which pews will be used for each service (this is
particularly a Sunday morning precaution). Signs and ushers will help to inform worshipers which set of
pews to use for the service you attend.

•

Dismissal: For now, you are asked to refrain from handshaking and other physical contact with others.

•

Fellowship: For those desiring to visit with your church family and friends, we encourage meeting outside if
the weather permits or gathering in the Commons. Please observe social distancing practices. We’re thrilled
to be back together and encourage you to safely enjoy each other’s company as we respect the advice of
health officials and each individual’s personal health concerns.

•

Sanitizing: Hand sanitizer will be available near the sanctuary entrances and in the Commons.

•

We are asking the ushers and church cleaners to help sanitize between each service. We have resources
available to keep those cleaning safe as they disinfect pews, bathroom doors, fixtures, etc.

•

Ushers: You may have noticed that our ushers are being asked to do much more than usual. We want to
make sure that our ushers are comfortable serving in these circumstances. If you are currently on an
ushering team and feel the need to refrain from serving at this time, please contact the leader of your team
or the church office. If you are not currently on an ushering team but would be interested in serving, please

circumstances!
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Online WORSHIP opportunities that we will continue:
•

Facebook: We will continue to post links to videos of our in-person services on our Facebook page. Find us at
https://www.facebook.com/St-John-St-James-Lutheran-School-133904743312183/

•

YouTube: We will continue our YouTube Channel for St. John-St. James to post worship videos. Search for
the SJSJ Channel on YouTube or it can be found at address below (spaces are actually underscored, not
spaces) https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbFx_HMWIwhQq_IvSrFLwTA/

•

DVDs: We are producing DVDs of the Sunday worship services each week. They are available in the school
entryway (Door A). Please stop by to take one or contact us for more information.

•

SJSJ Chapel: We will continue posting our weekly Chapel services through the conclusion of the school
year. The last chapel service for this spring will be for June 3. Currently we plan to resume posting our chapel
services next fall.

•

Other Resources: Most of the other options that we have listed in previous correspondence continue to be
options; we are not listing them all again. Those listed above are our “in house” options and plans that we
plan to continue to offer.

HOLY COMMUNION: For now, we will not offer the Lord’s Supper during our worship services. We plan to navigate
the return to worship and add the celebration of Holy Communion when we have a better understanding of the
impact of these precautions on our worship life.

JUST FOR CLARITY: Sunday School and Bible study will not meet Sunday mornings—we plan to resume next fall.
We will not be offering snacks or meals at church at this time. Any other services at SJSJ (i.e. funerals, weddings) will
follow the same precautions that we are using for our regular worship services.
A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY: We continue to work with audio and video experts to improve our Audio/ Video system.
Some of the work had already been approved before we started quarantine to enhance our worship. Other issues
have come to light as we strive to produce high quality online services. We have been reprioritizing and trying to
utilize memorials and other gifts to address immediate needs and to provide temporary solutions. We do not have
all the funds needed to fully upgrade our A/V system as recommended. If you have a passion for these ministry
issues, your gifts would be appreciated and well used to move forward with this needed upgrade. Please contact
Pastor Aden or Dan Duchow if you would like to make a gift.

My thanks to Dan Duchow for his leadership and contacting so many other congregations. My thanks also to the
Worship Committee and the Council for the extra meetings and discussions required to offer a safe and comfortable
return to worship for God’s people. Their love for worship, for God, and for you—our church family— has shone
clearly in their discussions and decisions. Feel free to offer your feedback on these issues. We are here to serve
you. Please continue to contact me or the church office with your concerns and other spiritual needs. The office
phone numbers are listed above. My cell phone number is 920-277-0101.
As always, you remain in my prayers. I look forward to seeing many of you soon!
Blessings,
Pastor Darin Aden

Pastor Darin D. Aden daden@stjohnstjames.com
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Date

General
Fund

Missions

MLHS

Total

$ Needed
Weekly

Bldg. Fund

Bldg. Fund $
Needed
Weekly –

MLC
Scholarship

Scholarship
Total

Debt
Retirement

4/19

8,765.00

414.00

126.00

9,305.00

9,616.00

1,360.00

2,312.00

----------

----------

----------

4/26

6,708.00

358.00

40.00

7,106.00

9,616.00

160.00

2,312.00

350.00

835.00

---------

5/3

6,222.00

82.00

89.00

6,393.00

9,616.00

2,580.00

2,312.00

650.00

1,285.00

25.00

4/1, 4/15 &, 5/1*

4,221.00

806.00

553.00

5,580.00

----------

----------

----------

----------

----------

----------

Offerings from April 26 to May 3
*Automatic/Electronic Withdrawal Offerings
We've been shut down for 7 weeks; here is the breakdown of amounts needed for each week:
General Fund, Missions & MLHS amount needed is $ 9,616.00 x 7 weeks = $ 67,312.00.
Given in the past 7 weeks - $ 66,474.00
We're only $ 838.00 short for the past 7 weeks.
Building Fund amount needed each week is $ 2,312.00 x 7 weeks = $ 16,184.00.
Given the past 7 weeks - $9705.00.
We're $ 6,479.00 short in the Bldg. Fund.

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

We are doing very good during the shutdown. When I compared our offerings this year to last
year during the past 7 weeks, we are down about $7000.00. Most of this shortfall was during
the Lenten Services, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.
We always try to get ahead during Lent, Holy Week and Easter Sunday. This helps carry us
through the summer months when church attendance and offerings usually go down.
The good news is that we have the government loan to help us out.
Our Bldg. Fund offerings are down. Our balance in the Building Fund is $13,106.80 at the end
of April. We like to have 2 months of payments which is $18,740.00 in there to take care of
slow months which usually happens in the summer.
The Denmark State Bank has told us that we can make interest only payments for the duration
of the COVID –19 Pandemic. The church Council would like to keep making our regular payment so we don't fall behind on paying off on the principal. We will keep monitoring this fund.
We thank all of our members for supporting God's work in our congregation during this shutdown. We also thank our Gracious God for all the blessings that he has showered on our
congregation.
With the Church Office being open we will be selling scrip 6:00-6:30 pm Thursday and Sunday
7:30-8:00 am 9:00-10:15 am. Our summer office hours will be 8am –12 pm and scrip will also
be available at this time.
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic shutdown St. John—St. James will not have a voter's meeting in
May, but will have a Budget meeting in June, date and time to be announced at a later date.
Our current Usher Schedule does not include 2 Usher Teams for the Sunday services during
the summer months. We will be creating a new schedule and will send to our Ushers as soon
as the schedule is completed.
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MLC SCHOLARSHIP—This Fall Maya Aden, Josh Aden, Lynsey Marohn and Michaela Bubolz will be
attending MLC. They plan on being Called Workers in our Synod. The cost of attending MLC Is $27,900/
year, so we have established a scholarship fund to help fund their education. Each student can receive
up to $1,000.00 from their congregation and MLC will match it. Last year we received $5,100.00 from the
offering, as a result each of our 3 students received $1,700.00 from SJSJ. We do need $4,000.00 so each
of our students can receive the $1000.00 match. To date we have received $1,285.00. This special
offering will go until Sunday, June 28th. Please make out checks to St. John—St. James.
COMPUTERS FOR KIDS—We are still collecting Econo Foods receipts for Computers for kids.
Please bring them to the office. As of right now we have $47,255.76. We need $150,000 in receipts to
receive $1,500.00 from Econo Foods.
SCHOOL CHOICE—SJSJ School finds out on June 1st how many vouchers will be received for School
Choice. Administrator’s must wait for that information before we can complete our final Budget proposal.
Last year the Voter's Budget meeting was held on the third Sunday in June. We will keep you informed
about this meeting as we receive more information about reopening.
SYMPATHIES—Our most sincere sympathies to the family of Thyrone G. Lau who was the brother-inlaw to Donald Busse and to the Val Robley family, who is the the sister-in-law of Gloria Robley. May God
hold you in his loving arms!
MEMORIALS—SJSJ received memorial monies of $100 from Randy Loose and $100 from Brent &
Amanda Rosner & family in memory of Deborah Loose who passed away 20 years ago on 4/4/2000, $100
was given by Brent & Amanda Rosner and family in memory of Amanda's grandmother, Shirley Link who
recently passed away on 2/20/2020. Also, $100.00 was given by Glenn Zeller in memory of Herb JaNetta
Zeller; all memorials will be used for the upgrading the sound system in the church. Gene and Charmain
Wagner gave $25.00 to the Building Fund memorial in memory of Joe Heilman.
LAWN MOWER—Our new lawnmower has been delivered. Bob Busse purchased the old lawnmower
for $600.00. No one else inquired about it. This $600.00 will be put toward the new lawnmower.
A CALLING FOR YOU—Are you feeling lonely, isolated, not many people to talk to or visit? You can't
see your church family on Sunday because of the stay at home order. Undoubtedly, a lot of our older
members are feeling this way. We have a solution for you. Grab your church directory and call members
of our church family. Have a conversation with them. It could even be members that you see in church
every Sunday. You say hi to them but you've never really talked to them a lot. Give them a call. This
would be a good way to ease the loneliness that a lot of our older members are now experiencing.
PAPER COPY NEWSLETTERS—The reasoning behind this announcement is to track who in the
congregation would like to have an emailed and a paper copy of the bi-monthly newsletters. The job of
our Administrator’s is to keep costs down and bulk postage is expensive, this is also part of the reason
why we have been asking for email addresses. This will be the last announcement in the newsletter. We
have decided to email the newsletter to all members who have an email address. If you have not already
stated that you would like to receive an emailed and paper copy please disregard this announcement. If
have not let us know if you would like both an emailed copy and a paper copy please replying back to this
newsletter email or by emailing cbubolz@stjohnstjames.com or you can also call the office at 920-7544568. Thank you for the continued support and speedy reply!
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED—Church office will be closed on Monday, May 25th in observance of
Memorial Day.
WEST CHURCH CEMETERY—If you wish to use the water in the West Cemetery it is turned on.
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Jeff Doemel reported on income for the month of April was $100,161 and expenses for April were
$52,792. Income was high because of the money coming in from Thrivent. Total debt balance at the
end of April is $48,815.



The Charities balance at the end of April was $116,322.10. Total monies in the Building Project Fund
are $13,106.80.

Almighty Father, strong to save, we pray that you would look upon America in mercy.
We confess our shortcomings as a nation and our failures as a people.
The fault lies not only with some who have no regard for you.
We, your very own people, share the blame for thoughts and actions that violate your code
of conduct.
And yet, you have not abandoned us. Your Word still echoes across our land. We still have the freedom to
worship you in spirit and in truth.
We pray that you continue to allow us to bask in the splendor of your Word.
You have visited our nation and our world with a virus that causes alarm and death.
We add this to the list of reasons why we need to remember that apart from you is neither
hope nor life.
This is a day on which we remember loss.
This is a day when we remember you as the one who restores blessings that have been lost.
As we consider the long list of people who have lost their lives in defense of our country, we thank you
that they have not died in vain.
You have blessed their efforts to keep us as a free nation.
Now bless us with your continued presence as we strive to serve you in this freedom.
For the sake of your Son, bless all those who serve you by serving our country. Amen.
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Church/School Temporary Office Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

8:00 am to 12:00 pm
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
8:00 am to 12:00 pm
8:00 am to 12:00 pm
8:00 am to 12:00 pm
8:00 am to 12:00 pm

