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PRAYER UPON ENTERING GOD’S HOUSE 

Good and gracious God, in Your mercy You have gathered us together to worship and 
praise You.  We give thanks to You, O Lord, that You continue to deal with us in love and 
compassion, that You are slow to anger, and abounding in love.  You do not treat us as 
our sins deserve, or repay us according to our iniquities.  May all that we do and say 
reflect Your love and bring honor and glory to You.   Amen.   

 

WELCOME                       The Christian answers Doubt with Faith  

 
 

Opening Hymn:                       Lamb of God, We Fall before You 

Christian Worship, Hymn # 354   
 

        Verse 1   Lamb of God, we fall before you,   
 Humbly trusting in your cross. 
 Our great joy is to adore you;   
 All things else are only dross. 

 
 

        Verse 4              Faith he grants us to believe it,    
Grateful hearts his love to prize; 
Want we wisdom? He must give it,   
Hearing ears and seeing eyes. 

 
 

        Verse 6  All our prayers and all our praises,   
 Rightly offered in his name— 
 He that asks for them is Jesus;   
 He that answers is the same. 
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PLEASE STAND       
 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

            

  And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
  

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and 
deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess 
our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.   
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 
deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing 
love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect 
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your 
guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength 
to live according to his will. 
   

  Amen.  

  
 

        Verse 1 

        Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see. 

 

(Hymn Response continues on the next page.) 
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        Verse 2 

        The Lord has promised good to me; 
His Word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 

Almighty and everlasting God,  you are always more ready to hear than 
we are to pray and to give more than we either desire or deserve.   
Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us for those 
things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good 
things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits 
and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

        Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 
Epistle Lesson         Romans 9:1-5 

 

9 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it 
through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 
heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel.  
Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the 
patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, 
who is God over all, forever praised!  Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                          Apostles’ Creed 
 

 

 I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Gospel Lesson                     Matthew 14:22-33 

 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had 
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later 
that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable 
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When 
the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” 
they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.” 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
 

(Lesson continues on the next page.) 

 



6                                                                 

29 “Come,” he said. 
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came 
toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little 
faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those 
who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God.” 
        

Hymn of the Day:                                 How Firm a Foundation   
Christian Worship, Hymn # 416   
 

        Verse 1 

        How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!  
What more can he say than to you he has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

 

        Verse 3 

        “Fear not, I am with you. Oh be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

 

        Verse 4 

        “When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 
For I will be with you your troubles to bless 
And sanctify to you your deepest distress.” 
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MESSAGE                                          Pastor Louis Sievert 
 

     Exodus 14:10-15 

“Move Forward Listening to the Lord’s Word” 
 
 

10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the 
Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to 
the Lord.  
11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that 
you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing 
us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us 
serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 
13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will 
see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see 
today you will never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need only 
to be still.” 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to move on.” 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE STAND 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH and LORD’S PRAYER 
 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING      
 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.   

  Amen.  

 
Closing Hymn:                    Be Still, My Soul 
Christian Worship, Hymn # 415 
 
 

        Verse 1 

        Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

        Verse 2 

        Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and wind still know 
His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 

 
 

BE SEATED 

 


